Town of Shady Shores

2nd Quarter 2019

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MAYOR . . .
Happy Spring, ok, almost summer to everyone.
This quarter, I wanted to share some facts and information about our Town.
Sort of a “Did you know?” about the Town of Shady Shores.
How does the Town Share information with the residents? Some
examples are as follows:

•
•
•
•

Website – shady-shores.com
Quarterly newletter (you are reading it!)
Town of Shady Shores Facebook page
Eblasts – you sign up to receive them on the website

What can you do or read on the Shady Shores website?

•
•
•
•
•

You can make payments: court fines, permit fees, trash service
Turn in a concern or code violation
Review the Town budget and expenses (how money is spent)
Agendas with background information and minutes
Town ordinances
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How does the Town handle Public Services?
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The Town does not provide for water and sewage, that is run by a separate
government entity, LCMUA that does the planning, construction and establishes rates for the water and sewage

•
•

The Town does contract for trash services and sends the bills

•

The Town has a part-time code enforcement officer to assist with ordinance violations and issues. The number of cases has increased in the last
year.
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The Town contracts (not Town employees or Town equipment) for many of
its services including, public works, engineering, inspections, legal council

What about the property taxes we pay?
Did you know the Town receives only a very small portion of property taxes? Each property is taxed by three separate entities: the school district, the county and the city. Each taxing entity is awarded only their
portion of the taxes.
For example in 2018 the average price of a home in Shady Shores was
$308,000 The Property Tax breakdown for such a home located in Denton
ISD would be as follows:
In Denton ISD: Total Taxes: $6,479 Denton ISD = $4,743 Denton County=
$766
Town of Shady Shores= $969

Town Hall will be closed
Monday, May 27th in
observance of Memorial Day

Therefore, the Town of Shady Shores only receives, $969 of the total taxes collected on that
property to fund road repairs, police and fire services and other general services of the town.
If the home were located in the Lake Dallas ISD the figures would be as follows:

Did you know that the
Town of Shady Shores has
a FREE Little Library?
Its located at the gazebo
at Town Hall and was
completed by Boy Scout
Troop 60.
Come see for yourself and
take advantage of this
amazing opportunity!

In Lake Dallas ISD: Total Taxes: $6,878
Lake Dallas ISD= $5,143 Denton County= $766

Town of Shady Shores = $969

The Town of Shady Shores property tax rate accounts for approximately 14% of the total tax
rate collected per property each year.
Shady Shores has the lowest tax rate of the 4 Lake cities and lower than Denton
What about our roads, drainage issues and sidewalks?

•

The Town council has identified a list of some major road and drainage needs that total
an estimated $5.5M; however, property taxes collected is about $970K per year

•

Council has obtained federal funding and grant monies to perform much of the recent
roadwork, but this comes with certain stipulations about the type and amount of repairs
that can be done. Repairs to W. Shady Shores and Lakeshore Drive were matching fund
projects

•

The S. Shady Shores project to raise the bridge has been approved. This project will be
a joint effort between the Town of Shady Shores and the City of Lake Dallas and will be
managed by Denton County. The Town of Shady shores will spend approximately
$800K from our reserve funds on the engineering for the new bridges, and additional
funding will be derived from federal funds of $10M and $4M from Denton County
(where some of your Denton County property taxes go).

•

Sidewalks require easements from the property owners along the road. To put in sidewalks, the Town would need to get easements from all of the property owners in the
area of the sidewalk. The Town has submitted a grant request to help fund sidewalks.

What other interesting facts are there?
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•

The Town Council, Planning and Zoning Committee, Keep Shady Shores Beautiful
Committee, Investment Committee and Community Events Committee are all comprised of volunteers, not paid employees.

•

The role of the Investment Committee is to ensure that the tax dollars collected by the
Town are managed and insured by FDIC so that there will be no loss of funds to the
Town due to bad investments. The Texas Local Government Code provides guidelines
for the investment and banking practices of municipalities and other governments. The
Investment Committee meets and ensures that all Town money is deposited and fully
secure in approved collateralized accounts.

•

Land owners have certain rights to develop their property. A person or group who purchases land in Shady Shores is legally allowed to develop their property as long as they
are in compliance with the subdivision ordinances of the Town.

•

Internet providers have to decide to do business in our town. The term “franchise
agreement” is misleading. The Town does not regulate which internet providers do
business in Shady Shores. In fact, the Town would welcome new opportunities for
broad band service. The Town, along with the other Lake Cities, has recently formed a
cooperative board to develop a solution to this problem.

•

The Lake Cities communities are working together to identify joint projects and improve services for all of our towns.

•

Permit fees cover the costs of inspections, the Town Engineer and Town Attorney who
must be consulted for various projects for the project that require permits. These positions are contracted and not paid staff positions.

•

It is your responsibility as a property owner to cut tree branches encroaching on the
roads and there needs to be 14 foot clearance. Property owners are also responsible for
keeping the culverts in front of their property clear of debris and properly mowed and
maintained.

•

The Town has a street parking ordinance. Please familiarize yourself with this and if
you experience issues, call the police.

I hope this gives you a little insight into what goes into the workings of our great town! If
you would like more information, please come to any council meeting, ask at Town Hall or
email any council member or me. ~Cindy

SHADY SHORES CLEAN UP DAY
Although we fought a little bit of rain, the
semi-annual Shady Shores Clean Up Day
on March 23rd was a great success! Many
citizens were able to get rid of old computer equipment, lots of stuff to be shredded,
lots of old junk and 376 old tires, as well as
those who donated blood for our 1st blood
drive. Thank you to the members of the
Keep Shady Shores Beautiful committee,
City Hall Staff, Council Members, and everyone who volunteered their time and energy to make this an extremely successful
event. See you again in the Fall!!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE LAKE DALLAS
LIBRARY THIS SUMMER!!
Lake Dallas Farmers Market:
Every Saturday at the Lake Dallas Public Library, Lake Cities
locals can stop by for fresh produce and honey at the market.
The Lake Dallas Farmers Market takes place right in front of the
Lake Dallas Public Library and will be open every Saturday,
from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m., until the last Saturday in October.

I-NATURALIST CHALLENGE

Our very own Rebecca Morgan is putting Shady Shores on the map!
The City Nature Challenge is an international event where people find and document plants and wildlife in cities across the
globe: a bioblitz- style competition where
metro areas are in a contest against each
other to see who can make the most observations of nature.
Globally there were 33,075 observers. In
Texas there were 3,471 observers and in
DFW there were 1,202 observers.. DFW
took 7th place globally and 1st place in
Texas. Rebecca placed 93rd globally, 13th
in Texas and 9th in DFW with her photographs! Congrats Rebecca!!

Chronic Disease Self-Management:
In partnership with the Area Agency on Aging, the Lake Dallas
Public Library and Lake Dallas City Hall are hosting Chronic
Disease Self-Management starting June 3. This free workshop is
designed to help those with chronic health concerns such as
high blood pressure/hypertensions, diabetes, heart disease,
chronic pain, chronic depression, arthritis, COPD, HIV/AIDS,
and more. To sign up online, visit http://bit.ly/LDRegister. This
program runs on Mondays from June 3 – July 8, 9:30 a.m. – 12
p.m. at Lake Dallas City Hall, located at 212 Main Street, Lake
Dallas, TX 75065.
Summer Reading Kick-Off Party:
Get excited for Summer with the Summer Reading Kick-Off
Party. Participants can take a tour of the universe at 10:30 a.m.,
get their picture taken in outer space, sign up for the Summer
Reading Program, and take part in activities and games! Be sure
to stop by on June 1 from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. to get in on all of the
fun!
Summer Reading Program:
This year, the Lake Dallas Public Library is hosting their annual
Summer Reading Program with this year’s program being an
out-of-this-world experience. Be sure to register for the program online at lakedallas.readsquared.com to win prizes just for
reading!
Free Summer Lunches and Snack:
Again this year, the library will host free lunches and snacks all
through Summer. Starting in June, anyone ages 0 – 18 can get a
free hot lunch from 12 p.m. – 12:45 p.m. or a free snack from 3
p.m. – 3:30 p.m. During each of these events, children and
teens can enjoy making constellation viewers, galaxy slime,
learning to code video games, and more! Check out the calendar
of events online at http://lakedallas.readsquared.com/
Events.aspx for all the exciting events and programs happening
this Summer at your Lake Dallas Public Library.

